Christiarn Swensorn HUMAN JAZZ
RESIDENCY ACIIVITIES
T /e Your Schools

“Human Jazz" Assembly program: 45 - minute show for grades K - 12
(Includes a9 — page Study Guide | maxinum 700 students)

Virtual Reality on the human instrament. A master of artful entertainment, Christian takes young audiences on an
tnteractive adventure of transformation with our original instrauments; body and voice. From Asian throat-singing
to jazz cartoons, enacting the water cycle to lumbering dinosaurs, stratght—talk about brain chemistry to "word"
tmprovisations, it all comes pouring forth from this single human being. Honest play of this sort speaks directly to
the bodies and (maginations of young peeple.

Student Workshops: Christian teaches fundamental principles and values of the performing arts including,
bodylvoice awareness, focus, rhythm, tmagination, spontanedy, humor, imitation, character, trust, risk, and more.
e will work with teachers to include curriculum-related ideas in the workshop activities. The "human instrument”
(body/voice and. imagination) is an ever-willing metaphor to help us acquire o different way of knowing about our
werld. By "acting' ( shaping our physicallvocal merﬂy) like something or semeone we learn about them. (Maximum
- 50 students)

Teacher Warkskﬂps: Christian works with teachers to practice basic understanding and confidence to use creative
movement and voice as tmchmy tools.

" Your Commurdlty

“Singing the Now” ~ Vocal lmprovisation Playshop & Jam (Sitting in a Circle of Chairs)
Take time to have some serious fun with yourself and others; singing together without a seng. We will begin with
stmple tmitation to tune our voices, ears and imaginations; and then practice a variety of suppert structures that will
allow us to be "the wind under each others' wings'. Furthering into: vocal blending, layered riythmic rugs, soloing,
call & response, spontancous musical behavior, tmagined languages, delicious grooves, and world scat. So, take @
break from "building bridges” and let's all "swim in the river'! (90 — minutes)
Participant Conunents: 7 lef? witty a beaulifiid sense of tuner peace, aligrment & bubbling wp soy.”

W the first teme [ felt like [ conldd sing.”

“Human Jazz = Playshop ~ (Bodies and Voices Playing together)
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Christean Swenson HUMAN JAZ2

What is “Human Jazz"? It's dancing, singing and acting simultaneously. It's deeply playful jamming on our original
(nstraments: body and voice. It's thg like musie. It's drmmu@g out loud, nomadic world scat, r@mméo behavior, a
conununal wilderness experience, mystical recreation. It's w bit too much fun.

What we will do: In this playshep we will give ourselves permission to use our natural iméitative abilities to create
spontancous musical play. Activities are focused on creating improvisational flow by imiating pulse, shape and tonal
quality. We will practice methods of “dansing” alone and with others and the delight of splitting our attention between
listening, acting and reacting. We will explore the body-voice as a tool for communication, entertainment, transcendence,
and healing. For performers and non-performers alike this (s an opportunity to play with an aliveness that touches hoth
the heart and the funny bone. (90 — minutes)
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